The beſt and worſt of Paur, and his 
character in both conditions. 
- 2 Cor. 12.1. to ver. 11. 


It is not expedient for me doubtleſſe to glorie, I will come 
to viſions and revelations of the Lord, &c. 


dirton, | 

And in As 4. 13. when the Jewiſh bigh Commiſſion , who 
had convented the Apoſtles Peter and [obu , ſaw their boldneſſe, 
and percerved that they were nnlearned and ignorant men ,th:y 
warvelled, and they took knowledge of them,that they bad bin with 
Teſws. Ir was viſible that Jeſas had left ſomching upon them ex- 
traordinary. No man ever came near to him, but he went away 
" better from him, He delights to dart down Divine irradiations 
into ther minds , and to leave ſome heavenly cinRure upon the 
ſpirirs* of his Saints, 


- Hence it is, that they who ſpend muck time in ſecrer commu- Noe. 


The beſt and worſt of Paul. 
nion with God, know moſt of his mind, and are beſt able to open” 
the cabinet-counſels of Heaven, and to reyeal the deep myRteries 
of the Goſpell ro others in publick, 

This was likewiſe Pauls advantage , whom yon-find in this 
 ;Chapter in varietie of poſtures, one while you hear of bis being 
canght up into heaven ; ſoon after you find him at the next door 
to hell, being vnder ſuch a black rempration of the devil , aud his 
mellenger, Here you have the beſt aol the wor f of brw. 

1. Paulin an high pitch of communion with God , which he 
diſcovers molt modeMy, by way of felf-vindication from the falſe 
cavils of others, ver. 1:2:2»4+5-6. 

2+ Paul vnder the ryrannit of the meſenger of (aran, vey... 

3- His ardent importunate addrefſe unto God by prayer, 
ver... 

4. Gods gracious return by way of anſwer, ver,g, ' 

5. Reſulc rkereof, Pauls humble poſture, and moſt ſelf. deny- 
ing reſolution, ver.10, 

Ht-is not expedient for me doubtl;fſe to glorie , 1 will come to 
wifhor and revelations of the —_—_ 

You bave here x fngwar copie, (and I doubt, we finde it uni- 
*witable , in regard of or weakneſſe) which ebe bleſſed Apofile 
Paul fers vs, when God himfeff came in corapecition, be paſſes by, 
andever-fveks himſelf, at1d Hefires rather te adv gpce God',.and 
tomnenFie Chriſt ;, It 12 mvt expedient for me dorhthe (ſh tog/orie; 
hthed to:do with fatfe Apolites, and.chey ſought ro diſparage hire, 
rocloud him, and eclipfe his glotie , yer he would not endeayour 

fo mrch ro withdraw the curtain, and to remove that cloud From 
 Hiriiſelf, ax he'will-emptoy his all, that the Sam of righteouſneſe 


/ eladons- may appear in his moſt glorious Iuſtre. a /r xx nat expedient 
” mum animon ow nr Howbrieſſe to plerie, Ne- come to viſions and revelations 


of the Lord : 
A man who is acquainted with the teachings of the great Da. 
For of the cheir that fits in heaven, bath learned to prefer 
God before bimſelf”; to advance Gods £/orie ra ber -thea 
hs iv. 


fa vigilanti - Mot men would ferye themſelves before they (crve God | 


bao]ec/s | 
tain fm. Piſcat.mocggau{ere,que fiunt per extaſfin. Py at, Afi 


2o-plory, bur Thave had indee viſions and revelations. of oh 18 
Lord, of them 1 will glorie: here you have vers bieludih® 
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The beft and wor#t of Paul. | 
ſuch diſcoveries as are preſented torkeeye. of men either waking 
or ſleeping, (as it were) bodily repreſentations , and revelations, 
which ſome make to be more ſublime and Seraphreall diſcoveries, 
He come to vsſcons (faith he) ſuch things as arc obvious to ſenſes; 
yea, He come to revelations of the molt heayenly ſecrets , ſuch as 
1 could never had known, unlefſe I had been wrapped up to hea- 
ven : and che reaſon why a man thus taughe of God, will preferce 
his glorie before his own, is 

Becauſe this is indeed the eſſentia/land grand work of conver- 
fon, and the infallible ign of grace in the heart, ro depoſ:: ſelf, 
and ro ſet up God wpon his throne : therefore as by Adams fall,we 


threw off the iwage of God, and fer up carnall ſe/f-/ove , when Row. 1.14. 


the ſecond Adam comes to rule in the heart, then we do diſplaces 
carnall ſclf-love,and again reſtore God unto his crown and digni- 
tie ; this is the yur 4 of a Saiar, of a Diſciple, faich Chritt in 
Luke 14. 26. 1f any max hate not his father , and mother, and 
wife, and children, and his own life for my ſake, he cannot be my 
Diſciple. He muſt love Jeſus Chriſt bercer then the wor/d, yea 
berter chen 6:w:ſelf, and accordingly he hath an i»ffinf# within 
him, that will incline him to preferre { briſf above himſelf, 
A ſhort hint ogely by way of Uſe, 


Conſult with your own cexypers, feel the pu/ſe of your own ſpi- 7), 


rits ; ſo much grace you have, or ſo much progreſſe in grace you 
have made, and nor one degree, not one grain more, as you haye 
learned to advance God, to lift wp Jeſns (brift above your ſelves, 
and all your own intereſts and ends, when once they enter a con- 
reſt with their Sovereign Lord the King of heaven, 
1 knew a man in ( briſt above fourteen years ago, 
A man in Chriſt, doubtleſſe one being in Chriſt having aviax 
and communion with him, and fo referres to the ſubje&t beingin 
Chriſt, rather then tothe objeR. I knew 4 mar i» Chriſt, baving 
ſuch and ſuch revelations; / knew 4 max in Chriſt above fourteen 
years ago, All Expolitours agree not whether theſe foxrreen 
ears ago have reference to Pauls conver/ion,or to the time of this 
revelation that Paul had ; probably , both may be reconciled in 
one ; above fourteen years ago, ſo long it was ar leaſt fince Paul 
was converted, ſuon after he was converted, he might be wrapped 


oF £5 #p, and haye this revelation ; aad ſo it may have reference un- 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul: 
the perſon certainly ; yer he ſpeaks of himſelf, Hence obſerve 

They who know moſt of God, are moſt modeFt when they come- 

to ſpeak of themſelves, 

What faid Job? in the 42, Job 5, 6. I heard of God, great 
things have been ſpoken of him now, inthe later Chapters, im- 
mediately before of wonderfull diſcoveries made , but now my eye 
fſeeth thee, therefore [ abhorre ney ſelf in duſt and aſhes; here is 
che cemper of a Saint, and wby will be be chus modeſt > good 
Reaſon, 

He well knows that Pride is a curſed weed', moſt oppoſice to 
God ; and his glory ; for we do by pride moſt immediately con- 
reft with God ; God will have the crown upon his head ; Pride 
faith, the crown mult be upon wine: God faith, I will have my 
will; Pride faith, I will have mine : Now a Saint that is ac- 
quainted with the rules and laws of ſe!f- hamzliation,learns to ab- 
hor this pride, for ir is ſo oppoſite ro God, it is faid therefore, God 
is moſt oppoſite to pride, inther, Peter 5.5, The © Lord refifteth 
the proud , he doth lead forth an army ( as it were ) march forth 
in the head of an Army againſt proud perſons ; they are ſo diret- 
ly oppoſing him. But then ſecondly, | 

Pride is moſt oppoſite to the life of Faith which is the Goſpel 
of life ;, Faith is the Goſpel-grace; you ſhall ſee this in the 2. Hab, 
3»4+ a moſt excellent place, chat will ſhew you what an oppofi- 
tion there is berwixt Pride, and berwixt Faith: The Viſion is yet 
for an appointed time. but inthe end, it ſhall ſpeah and not ty, 
though it tarry. wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come it will not 
tarry.. Now Pride faith, I will not fay Gods Heaſnre, | have aid 
a great while. and I will wait no longer » what is this > Behold 
(in the 4. verſe) his ſoul which is lifted wp, ir not upright in him, 
but the juſt ſhall live by bis faith. A proud foul that is not up- 
right, bur the juſt, ( the: e is the oppofition ) he ſhall live by kis 
faith, that will be con'ent humbly co wait upon Ged, and ſay, 
Lord, thy time is beſt, I will Ray thy l/eaſiire , I have no will of 
my own, noend of my own, 1 will be at thy diſpoſing come when 
thon pleaſeſt, I know thy word will be made good : Now an 
bumble Saint knowing this, cthac Pride is ſo oppofice, he will ſpeak 
modeſtly : and there are two Caſes,” wherein he learns to be ve- 
ry modeſt, fo far as he aQts his Saiacſhip, | 

Whew he comes to ſpeak of him{elf, there he watcher over himes 
ſelf, for Pride og Fain gory worn Rep in, and a_man would 
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The beft and worlt of Paul. 


ſpeak of himſelf; ic may be tell fories of Gods providence, but 
the cloſe ſhall be wound up with ſomthing of ſelf ; God hath 
ſhewn thoſe and thoſe great mercies to me, and ic is not ſo mach 
to ſet wp God, as to ſer up my ſe/f; this is the temper of a carnall- 
heart. 
When he comes to reprove others he is very modeſt who knows 2. (aſe, 
much of God, he will nor do it out of paſſion, but with compaſſi- 
ot, ſhewing all meekneſſe to men, Tir, 2. 2. 
O cheretore, ler us every day at the throne of grace putin x, Uſe. 
Caveats againſt pride, and let us preſerye a godly vigulancy over 
our ſelves, againſt Pride which is the moſt natzrall weed to our 
corrupt ſpirits, and ſprings up moſt p/entifnlly in the ſoyl of our 
carnall hearts, let us watch againſt ic ; Gods dear feryants have 
been overtaken with it : Jonah chough @ holy man of God for 
the main, yet ſometimes he diſcovers himſelf to be both a proud 
and pettrſþ Prophet; the Lord will ſend him of a meſſage, and to 
preach this DoQtrine, Yet forty dayes, and Nineveh ſhall be over. Jon-3-4+ 
thrown, He thought that Ged would nor be fo gracious to them, 
therefore he runs away, and when he ſaw that the Lord was gra- 
cious, (not knowing yvbat an tention God had, the holy 
reſervation he had, not being expreſſed, ) yet forty dayes and Ni- 
neveh ſhall be overthrown, unleſle they do repent : for God is net 
bound, neither doth he alyyayes reveal every part of his vvill ; 
vyhathe ſaith is true, yer he doth not alyyayes ſpeak out ; When 
Jonah ſavy char the people of Nineveh did convert to God, at 
leaſt externally humble themſelves in ſackeloth and aſhes, and 
yvere like ro obtain mercy, at leaſt a reprievement, as to the exe. 
ention of the judgement, Jonah preferred his credit , before the vel. 7,8, 
word of God,that he was rather angry.that his own word yvas noc 
made good; then God ſhould ſhevy mercy to a whole c:ty - vvhar 
a perth diſpoſition here vyas ; you and I are of the ſame confti- 
tation , the Lord make us more circumſpeR in maintaining a 
gnard about opr hearts, Prov.4-23, 
There is good realon therefore, why Paul ſhould adviſe (pry 
take notice of it ) in the 1. Tim; 3, that a Biſhop he would have , 
he muft be blameleſſe, in the 24, verſe, &c;-bur in the 6. verſe, nor 


4 Th 4 Novice : not one that is newly ſprurg up, 2 young plant, new- r4igy/@. 


ly converted co che Faith, newly , planced ( as it were ) im Chriſt; 
why? leſt being lifted up with Pride p lifted up with Pride; why 
. fo? Of all getrerations of people in the world there 1« none more. 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul. 
t to be proud then jdzmy Converts: © they will. ntly de- 
ile others, if they Rann. bigh as > od+ 9a, = Gs as 
far as they are, and wp torheir princeples; and if you adde this 
further, A young Convert, and a young Afinifter, eſpecially if be 
be well gifted, 1s more apt te be proud: 1 (peak it not ſo much eo 
diſparage thoſe, as to exyage themto Vigilancy over their own 
hearts : not a Novice; left he ſhould be proud, in char he is a Afs- 
#iſter ; O he hath gifts, though a young wan, yet able to teach 4 
whole Congregation, to come off it may be wich applauſe, here he 
ſaoths, leve he admires himſelf, and falls into the condemnation of 
:be Devil; irftems that was Pride, and that judgement that ke 
Diaboluswolu- fell into was for Pride, that was the Devils fin, The Devil would 
it ſeparificifſe equalize himſelf with God, is Peter Lombards expreſſion: and 
_ Lom- they who underſtand the Original, will finde that there is ſome- 
thing different from what is ( I humbly conecive) ordinarily com- 
prehended in the 6, verſe of the Epiſtle of Jude, 4nd the Angels 
which bept not their firft eſtate,but left their own habitation; Bur 
left their own habitation z here is the fin ill of the Angels, what 
was this ? they would not be contented ts tay in that place where 
God ſet them, nor to keep their ſtation : kept ot their firſt eftate, 
but left their own habitation : borh rhe expreſſions make fully up 
the fin of the Angels and not the judgement; ( as ſomecxpeſitours 
pb do conceive ) they would be gadding abroad, and were more cu- 
\ rious and inquiſitive, then God would allow them to be, and fo 
you have in the 2.Peter 2.4.For if God ſpared not the Angels that 
framed, but curſt then down to hell, but reſerved them in chains: 
Shrtvied there was there fault,as is expreſſed bere, kept not cheirficlt 

ſtare, hthath reſerved chem in chams, there is their judgement, 
I knew « mas is Chriſt above fourteen years ago, whutheir in 
Verſe 1, he body, 1 cannot tell, or whether out of the body [ cannot tell, 
epmyiriins Godknowes, ſuch a one cavghr up to the third heaven, ſuch a one 

7iiTexpars Gavght up, le was ſnatched up. 


no ml'y0 * ometimes God doth ſurprize hs ſervants, with moſt glorious 
— a gracious diſcoveries, he was caught np into Paradice, and 


DB, heard unſpeakable things, if you pleale to compare the 4. verie, 
2 ,, Heaven the place where Chriſt and the bleſſed Angels, withihe: 


ſarptize them? Tx 
That he may ſhew all is of free-grace, Ui 


ſouls of Saints departed are, that bis people may know his goad 
ivrenrien towards them, they ſhall fee and taft Heaven befors; > 
they come to etjoy ir. Whar is tho reaſon » why God doth-thus, -. : 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul. 7 
mercies as they never aiked for ; for as God ſometimes is found Reaſon. 
of us, when we do ſeek him that he may encourage us to pray, ſo» Ia. 65. 1. 
ſometimes he is found of us, before we ſeek him, that we may ſee. 
free-grace may preyent our prayers ; and he beſtows not mercies Note. 
onely with reference to our prayers, leſt we ſhould come to think 
our prayers meritorious, A 

As we ſhould blefſe God for the glory of his free-grace, thar 
he will ſurprize us, ſo walk in fuch an humble poſture, that there- Uſe 
in thou mayeRt finde God delight to come in upon thee; for free- ** * 
grace never works ſo naturally, as upon irs own proper objett; 
which is, when we haverthe greateſt ſenſe of owr own wnworthj« 
weſſe, even full of ſelf-annitularing choughes, We never ſee (0 
much of God, as when we ſee leaFt in our ſelves; weare never 
able to dilcover ſo much of the Frarres in the day time, ( a3-ahe 
Philoſephers intimate ro you ) as when you are loweſt, when you 
are inthe bottom of a dark pic : The choyceſt wines are the beſt | 
preſerved in the loweſt cellars ; The molt glorious diſcoveries are 
communicated, and continued to tholt char lie loweſt in-their own 
apprebeoſions, . Next obſervation hence, is this, 

That when God u« pleaſed moſt fully to diſcover himſelf unto 
be Saints. they ave not able for the preſent to reach every thing Dott, 
in theſe diſcoveries : 

Paul koew he. was wrapped up, but. bywhom, the mavver, 
Whetber in the badyy,or our of the body 7 cammar tell, faich he, Ged 
knows ; be mult appeal to God; why doth the Lord keep «then 
in the dark thug ? 

Becauſe he would keep them bungble ; and therefore you ſhall 
finde often this expreſſion.in Ezekiel, and I deſice you will ke \_ 
notice of ir, I obſerve, nog in avy of the Prophers fo. often (if acali L248 
this expreſſion) Sonve of , man, Sanne of was, ( faith be to Exe- | 
kiel ) come and ſee, or tothat purpoſe he calls him upto make 
great diſcoveries ro him, why Sonne of man to. Ezekiel ? -noge 
of the Prophets bad more glorime Viſions then Exghiel hads. that 
he migkt keep him humble, when he had the greateſt. diſcoveries, 
yerbE ſhall nor underſtand. 31l things in thole dilgoyeries:: Edo 


2 notbelieve  Ezckiel did; nor Dane) , nor others, ( and ic isthe 

£ | judgement of 100 times more learned men) but that Cod reveals prophefies are 
by _ ban propheſor by degrees: It was egough tor the Lords purpoſes fulfilled gra- 
*S 


+ -Brthe preſent, thac Ezekiel and Daniel ſhould have ſuch things d=ally D.F«k; 
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it may be Paul alſo ſhould underſtand more afterwards, then Eze- 
kiel and Paul were/ able to apprekend for the preſent; they are 
gradually apprehended. 

If we are not able ta reach every thing in Gods revelations, ſuch 
diſcoveries as be makes, therefore let us not raſbly, and proudly, 
and infolently cenſure others that are nor able ro underſtand eve. 
ry thing in Scripture, that are not able co untie all knots, to re+ 
ſolve all difficulties. There are ſome things Morin, 2, Per. 2.16. 
Peter faith, there were ſuch in Pauls Epiſtles - and it is a ſaying of 
that reverend and learned Mr. Robert Bolton, now in heaven, 
that lived in Northamptonſhire, faich he, There are ſome places of 
Scripture, that we muft be content to be ignorant of, till we come 
to the [iniverſity of heaven, and he reckons that in the 1, Cor. 15. 
being baptized for the dead : and that women ſhould have acare 
how they carry themſelves, becauſe of the Angels in thex.Cor.1t: 
and ſome other places he ſummed up : Do not diſparage, do net 
rejet mens Miniftrie, or deſpiſe their poore endeayours, becauſe 
they are not able ts diſcover every thing ; Bleſſe God for what he 
makes known by them, fo far as he reveals bis Sonne in them, 
and to you by them; and remember the very Apoſtles themſelyes 
did not know every Circamftance in thoſe Reyelations they had. 

Here Paul faith, I knevy Such « one cawght wp to the third 
beaver ; what third keayen is that ? you ſhall ſee more to clear it 
in the 4.verſe: And [ knew ſuch a man,whether in the body,or ont 
of the bedy, I cannot tell, God knows ; how be was caught up in- 
to* Paradiſe, Paradiſe, what is this Paradiſe ? the Rabbins have a 
conceit thatthere is a Paradiſe, a kind of a third place, where the 
ſouls lie aſleep, and do not come to heaven, therefore they make 
uot onely a Hell, but ſuch a Paradiſe, and then beaver; whicn the 
body and foul comes to: be after the reſurreRion, Bur there is a 

three fold Heaven ; 8 


©7719 Cant. 4-13.-Eccl. 2, 5. 


3 \ There is the c@/um glorioſam , ſeder I" fer ' 


& manfiones celeftes fignificandes ; Joel 2.3.55 wapederm Train yn Hebraice litera( quod 
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rum, where the throne of God is , and doubtleſſe thu paradiſe 
here i the third heaven ; for fo he faid, ſuch a one caught vp in- 
ro the third heaven, in the ſecond verſe ; therefore this paradiſe » 
muſt be that heaven, Ir is a vain conceir (at leaſt from this place 
for ought I could yet ever learn from any other) to conceive a 
third place where they ſay Lazarus his ſou! when he was dead 
and was raiſed againe, was in this paradiſe ; buc 'we need notro 
be inquifitive after that ; Where the Scripture hath no tongue, 
why ſhould we have an ear ? Here is 2 place that is this paradiſe, 
it is called the third heaven, and as Chriſt ſaid to the Thief, when 
he had deſired he might be in the kingdome , This day ſhalt thoa rye 23.43, 
be with me in paradiſe, The kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt is para- 
diſe ; paradiſe the kingdome of Chriſt ; why, here paradiſe is the 
third heaven , and therefore they are the ſame : now he was 
caught up into paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable words, which it 
is not lawfull for men to utrer, 3 

[t is not lawful, under favour of the learned Tranſlacours,may ** 45% &r- 
we not here rarher render jt thus,»ve power to wtter, whence comes 
the word ive, Authoritie ; which he had no commiſſion to ut= 
ter - ſome render it nor poſſible, ſo in the Margin, ſome not law- 
full ; bur I am ſure very w—_ men thus render it, which there 
& no commiſſion for a man to utter ; but admit ir is not poſſible 
to utter, they were ſach great things, a man cannor, nay , a man 
alſo alwayes muſt not utter; hath nocommiſſion to utter every 
thing that is made known unto him. But to paſle on, 

Of ſuch a one will 1 glory, yet of my ſelf will I not glory, but 
in mine infirmities; Paul take him as in himſelf, he will nar 
glory, he is far from glorying ;'in 4 third perſon ic may be he 
will g/ory of the ſame things, and in the ſame chings, that ke will 
not glory in Himſelf ; bur rather aQR che part of an noble man in- 
deed, and really a& it, (net hypocritically, ſuftinendo perſonam,) 
but he will debaſe himſelfto the loweſt ; that is an humble po- 
ture, the frame of an humble ſoul , and defire* ro advance Chrift 
to the higheſt, diſparage himſelf, conceal himſelf, ſo God may ap- 
pear in his glory, 
_ For though / would deſire ts glory, 1 ſhall not be @ fool ; he 
had maccer to glory if he yvould have produced it , for 1 will ſay 
the truth, he might have ipoken a grear deal of eruch , vvhen he 
glofied in himſelf, buc he will nor” do it: but novv 1 for bear,leaft 


dr 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul, 
er hears of me.z. here is an admirable frat of humility ; 1 defire 
it may be obſerved, an admirable truic of huiticy ; and che Ob- 
ſervation is this, C 
That he who hath «4 deep die of humiliation, is ſomtimes ve 

garefull to conceal bmſolf , and bu own glery. Why fo? leaſt 
any man ſhould think of me above that whiob be ſees met be, or 
hears of me ; Why is be thus carefull co cenecal himſelf? upon 
this very ground, ever. as Jeſus Ghrift, Mrchavd the Archangel, 
(for he vvas that Michael chat did conceft vvith the Devill abou 
Moſes his hody vvhere he ſhould be buried.) Sathan yyould fain 
baye knovyn the place, Jeſus Chriſt 'vyould have it concealed; 
; ? teſt chat be being fo great, an inſtrument of the glory of 
Goa, people (hould adore bim, and facrifice to him ; be knevv 
hovv ſwperſt ir10uſly,hovv idelatresſly.choſe people yvere enclined, 
notvvichſtanding all the drſcoveries of God they had had, all the 

lorious ordinances,and all the providentiall adminiſtrations, it 
fhoulJ be concealed : ſo doth an Lrnkle Saint vvell knovy, that 
he hath great reaſon to conceal himſelf ; vvby ? left others ſhould 
adyance him too high. It may be there is ſuch a man that is an 
humble AfimFer, if they Chould knovy that he converted ſuch 4 
(464 or that he made ſuch a book, (thereſare my name thall not 

e yyritten to it) they vvould adore him 200 much ; it may be a 
charitable perſon, if they ſhould kuvovy he gave ſo much woney 
to ſuch an uſe, they vvould idolize him. 

Therefore Ile conveigh ir ſecrecly , not pompouſly difplaying 
bis own good works, and I hope many Par/:ement-men, and men 
in great place, they can be content to ſerve God; and ſerve the 
Publick , tkough their name be-not proivted 2nd ranked 1» ſuch 
and ſuch catalogues ; here is the frame of an bumble ſpirit : and 
therefore by way of Ute, 

If you be ſo defiraus, very deſirous to diſcover all of your ſelf, 
fer alwayes the beft fide forwards, to gurid ever all your attions, 
with-the moſt [pecrous commend azions , and cannor be content to 
do any thing in ſecret , but that ic muſt be publiſhed ; O ſuſpeR* 
there is a great deal of wnmortified pride in thy heart ; thon hadft 
need pray roche Lord to humble thee; and pull down thoſe proud, 
plumes of thine, for if there were a deep die of humiliation, thow 

youldeft be content toconceal thy felf, eſpecially when che. or | 
of God and thine come in competition 3 and be glad ſo Jour 
cauſe were carried on theugh by anvther. Thus J wine 6.qn- 
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chiitage Melancthon : Ged is able to raiſe his own ſinking cauſt, Potens efDe: 
'ahTibough we are unworthy , it may be done by others, For * ſum laber- 
though x,y defire to glory, I ſhall not be a fool , for 1 will fay "> eaſt 
the truth, but now 1] forbear , leſt any man ſhould think of mo dies of = 
above that which be ſees me to be, or that he beareth of me ; and mus,fiat pev 
left I ſhonld be exalted above meaſure, through the abundance of io. 
revelations : abundance of revelations, 

Somtime: you ſee the Lord gives to ſome of hit ſervants abun. DB, 
dance of revelations ; not this and that revelation, but abun. 
dance of revelations : (hall know many things , why ſo ? whac 
account can we give of the wiſdome of God in this ? 

Becauſe he doth intend (here is the reaſon) ro gain himſelf a- Real 
bundance of glory, by ſuch and ſuch perſons , he will not make ; 
them the condun-pipes of conveighing ſuch and ſuch diſcoveries 
of himſelf unto others ; the Lord hath ficred for, and given parts, 
and the Spiric, and gifts, and graces, ſuitable to be a g/orious in- 
Arument, and therefore he ſhall haye abundance of revelations : 
and therefore by way of Uſe, 

Ler it be our care to bleſſe God, heartily blefſe God , and this x f,, 

were a ſign indeed of love #0 leſs Chrift , and a freedome from 
e&uvy, if thou be kept in the dark thy ſelf, yet thou cant bleſſe 
God that ſome others have at abundance of revelations ; but here 
is the wretched muttering of pride in our carnall hearts, we can- 
not endure that any body ſhould know more then our ſelves ; 
O this hath broken many good LeAtnres , this hath bred a great 
deal of heart-burning amongſt Miniſters, this makes (it may be) 
great Connſellours and Stateſmen many times endeavour 10 pull 
down one another ; why ? becauſe they =_ as trees before their 
windows, and a little hinder their proſpet#, becauſe ir may be they 
have greater parts, and greater abilicies then themſelves, and are 
able to ſay more , and gain more reputation, and do more then 
they : O this is net a thankefull frame, this is not an bumble 
poſture, 4 

I but faith many a ſoul that would be in the bigheſt forme ; It Os 
may be, I have as many revelations as others, and as great diſco- © * 
veries are made to me : for anſwer to this Queſtion, Ao 

I beſeech you let us a little conſider , for there is mrch calk of * 
Revel&ims, and I hope there are many, and a great deal of dif- 

, and bope there is much, many more clear 


wo 
xs, and will be, (for che Pope tpergrnes = | 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul. 
light, how ever ſome men ſcoff at it ) I do net mean by an addi-- 
tion of new ſundamentalls, and by new lighe ſubſtanciall truths, 
bur indeed Revelation js this propetly, the ſpirit of Reyclation 
enabling ys more fully to ſeewhat is already revealed, as the rule 
to drſcover thoſe objetts which are propounded in the word of God, 
and therefore tor your ſatisfaftion to theſe that ſay we have ſuch 
and (ich revelations, Fc, Ficft, 

Knoyy that there are lame extraordinary Revelations, vyhich 
are-mage to { barches:, and.thoſe by publick perſons authorized 
by God himſelf, and they are alwayes infallib/e.; Upon this very 
ground, doth our Saviour ſay, in the cloſure of thoſe ſeyen Epi- 
Rles in che ſecond and third Revelations : He that hath an ear let» 
him hear what the Spirit. ſaith tothe Churches : when the Spirir 
ſpeaks when he hath a tongue to ſpeak, we muſt hear ; bur then 

2. There are other Revelations that are. not made thui to pub- 
lick perſoxs, and wherein there is not alwayes chac infallibility, 
throughout, in the whole, though (o far as the Spiric reveals him- 
ſelf to any, he is infallible ; bur it is nor fo to them, becauſe they 
are nor publick perſons, and that aft by a publick- Commiſſion ; 
there are Revelations to particular perſons; now what is the dif- 
ference betwixt thoſe two?- why, they are for themſelves, others 
for the publick, therefore they are infallibly and excraordinatily 
ated, and they know it ſoto be ; as Paul ſaid, you ſhall finde 
ia.the 16. of the Acts, there when he was called co Macedonia, 
(ir is a very good place for this purpoſe, and I defice it may be 
confidered,) when he had that Revelation there, that he muſt go 
into Macedonia ; it is ſaid, Paul, come into Macedonia and help 
#5, you (hall find he faith, he went ;z why ? be went imme- 
diately beeauſe he was aſſured, that he mu#l go; in the 10, verſe ; 
Afrer that he had ſcen the Viſion imm ediztely indeavoured to go 
into Macedonia afſuredly garhbering that the Lord had called x5 10 
preach the Goſpel to them ; If you will ask any man ; How will 
you know you have a Revelation? I hope Sir, I have it from 
God ; If he ſay io, he hopes he hath it from God, Ile conclude, it 
is, no ſuch extraordinary-Revelation, for if he had had an ex!raor- 
dinary Revelation from God, wherein he was infallible, then he 
had that TAnz99:eis which here Paul found. (ar leaſt in a good mea» 
ſure ) and it would fo far have diſcovered ir ſelf to him, that he 
ſhould have had a ſtxong aſſurance that God called him , and - 
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Images out of a window, and then comes, and conſults with a 
Divine, Sir, think you not 1 had an extraordinary call to knock 
dewntheſe Imager? Do youthink ic? yes Sir, then I know you 
had not; forif you had had an extraordinary call, then yoy 
would have had an afſurance too from God,that he had called you; 
So that if there be an infallible Revelation, there is a certain e- 
vidence goes along wich it : hence I conclude, CH any people that 
talk ſo much of Revelations, have not theſe extraordinary Re- 
velations, becauſe they have not theſe Certainties; Bur then there 
is alio a Spirit of vyiledome and Revelation that Paul prayes for, 
for all his Epheſians : inthe 1. Ephehans 15. 18. that their eyes 
might be opened, by the Spirir of wiſedome and Revelation inthe 
krowledge of ( bri#t,that they may knw the hope of their calling; 
but vvhat ? theſe are for or ſelves, and yvhereas the other Re- 
velations to publick perſons areextraordinary nes, and that others 
may have diſcoveries, and others are to be 0b/rged ro obſerve 
them ; As ſuppoſe I or you , or any particular Saint inthis con- 
gregation, vve ſhould goto prayer, and-read a Chapter, and it 
may be have a hint, a beam of light, that vve underſtand this in 
reading of a Chapter, that vve never ſavy before, though vve 
reade ic an hundred times ; 1/e bleſſe God, this is a new light, 
God comes in to me, and gives me,a degree of the Spirit of wiſe- 
dome and Revelation : but vvhart is the difference novy ? here is 
the grand miſtake amonglt many men , and I defire ir may be 


rightly apprehended, this Reyelacion I bleſſe God for,may be of wych aig 


good ule ro mee, bur this is wo 0bl1geing rule and light for others, 


as the ' Apoſtles was when therr Revelations were extraordinary. It Revelations | 


you vvill ſay, I have this light, and you mult follovy my light, 
here you are miſtaken, unlefle you are a px6/ich perſon, for yybar 
is thy revelation here, that light that God is pleaſed to give thee, 
is for the ſatisfattion of thy ſoul, or it may be for thy ovvn gu#- 
dance, but not oblige and impoſe upen others, and this. is a 

rand deceit now a dayes, when many an honeſt- hearted Chrifti- 
an, (for ſo 1 believe many ofthem are) very boneft- hearted, and 
have much communion with Goa, and receive many good hints 
from him in prajer,and reading of the Scriprates, and attend up- 
on ordinances, i* they will make uſe of this to themſelves, well and 
good, (if the Lord proſper them in it,) but it they will come and 
fay, 1 bave had this Revelation. and you nwſt believe as I be- 
lieve, and do as 1 de, becaulc God hath ſhewen me [ach things, 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul. 
there (brother) you are miſtaken ; for God gives thee a Revelati- 
. on- not te propoſe a new rule, that thou ſhouldeft impoſe upon o= 
thers, as he did ro the eApoſtles that were perſons extraordinari 
ly ated, affifted, and direRted, and had a Commiſſion fer that 
purpoſe ; but he gives thee this private diſcovery for thy own pri= 
vate ſatisfaftion, and advantage, and if thou uſe it to that pur- 
poſe, thou haſt much cauſe to rejoyce in it, and bleſſe God for ir. 
Bur it may be you will objeR and ſay, Bur I muſt make uſe of 
ſach Revelations, ( I muſt name the word, I would ro'God there 
were no occaſion for it,) as the Antiſcriptaurifts ſpeak, men that 
diſpute againſt che Scriptures, and will not allow the Scriptures to 
be the word of God, and diſparage them in compariſon of their 
Revelations ; A ſtrange thing, ifchey confider that placo in Pe- 
ter, they had a Revelation indeed,they bad ſeen and heard a voyce 
in the Mount, in the 2, Peter 1. 19. We (faith he) have « more 
ſare word of Propheſie, whereunto you do well, to take heed ; A 
more ſure werd of Pcophefic: when he compares a vorce in the 
mount from heaven, yet he calls it a more ſure word of oy mm 
inet 


The Apoſtle hereunto you do well that ye take heed, as to a light that 


in a dark place till the day dawn, and the day. ftarre ariſe in your 


hearts, not as they will expound it, not that you muſt take heed to 


* the Scriptures. the ſure word of prophefie,till Jeſus Chriſt come into your hearts, 
þ * Untill,often 


and then throw away the Scriptures, O moſt rocten and unſavou- 
ry, and ( I dare ſay) an ungedly expoſicien ; but you do well to 
take heed to thoſe diſcoveries that are made, im the propheticall 
Scriptures, in the old Teftament, there ſpeaking comparatively, 
#atill Jeſus Chriſt dawn in your hearts, g ive light, riſe, and there 
gtoriouſly appear,* till there be a more full Gotpel-light, for thar 
he ſpeaks of, as you ſhall ſee Gerard and ſome others upon the 

place ; but I muſt proceed ; let me adde this further, you that 

will ay, Revelations muſt be ow#r Rule, beeanſe the Sormtures 
are ſo dark and you do not underftand the tranflacions, you do 

not know them, and there are ſuch varietie of tranflations in feve- 

rall places you cannot tell what rochink, to this let me anſwer ;. 
in the firſt place, and 

Ir is a very good hint that Auſtin hath, if fo be there are ewo 

diverſe places of Scripture, and wherein there are diyers readings; 
whether the old Coppy, or this Coppy, or that Coppy, be true, ' 


we cannor tell: (faith he) but the more the berter z this is (Aw : | 
ftins anſwer, the more the better ; the greater variery of readings, 
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and a greater commendation it 1s to Scripture, —_— 
there be ſome vaiety of readings, in regard of particular wor 
yer you ſhall find all thaſe readings agree in the ſubſtamtialls 3 ir 
is a great commendation now ; and (my brethren) Scripture ia 
not {0 much the words as the ſenſe, and if the (enſe be the ſame, 
25 to the fandament al{points in all places,the multitude of yarious 
readings 1s no diſparagement ; for ic is rather indeed 4 wonder thet 
it is fo wall, and a maryellous work of providence, that 4 Bible 
running through ſo many hands, writing firſt, and thenprinting, 
and now {0 many hundreds above thouſands of years rogether, 
divers thouſands (as you know a great part of the old Teſtament 
was ) that there ſhould be no more wweftakes, an admirable work 
of providence. 

But then] will ad/'e this further, Many of thoſe wilt akes that 
are, it is an eafic matter to reconcile them, I confeſſe , ir is not 
very obvious ts all but learned men that are Antiquaries, aud 
(riticks, and are able to conſul wth books, and have feen anct- & 
ent ( opres, &c. they are prgpared to recoocile ; As there is a dif- 
ference now in CMeark and Jobn.concerning the times there about Mark 15.25. 
Chriſts ſuffering, one ſaith the third hour, and another faich the Jo _ "_ 
fixth, how ſhall we reconcife them ? learned men have ſeen an- {xc _ - 
cient Copies, where they are both the ſame, an ancient Copy of 
the 19. of John naming the third hour, - 

We have a place in the 27 of Matthew 5, where it is faid there, 
as I rake ir, the Prophet Jeremy, if you pleaſe to turn to the 27. Doxfnn 
Chapter, or look it at your leaſure ; at the 9, verſe then was that and Gunius 
fullfilled,that that was ſpoken by Jeremias the Prophet : ſome tell his Parallels. 
us Jeremiah, and Zachary written contrafFively in the Hebrew, 
are the ſame, and ſome ſay among the Hebrews , and others fay 
Zachary was Jeremiahs ſcholar , and therefore called by that 
name ; bur here is a ſhort aniwee falves all ; I can tell a man that Learned 
hath ſcen a Copy, (iz hundred years old, where there was neither Arch-Biſhop. | 
Jeremy nor Zachary in, bur the Prophet : there is a ſhort and full #/**"- 
anſwer. 

There 1s another place in the 2. Corinthians : (it is very con- 
fiderable) and the 15, there faith Panl, 7 proteff by your rejoy- 
ring that we die daily ; ſome reade it, / proteit by owr rejoyeingy 
in the 32. verſe; 1 Tu huiſiggr or vi thy twehegr red ynny, ir is 
not I, or.all the learned men, ( 1 dare ay) in this aſſembly, or in 
auy ocher; can poſſibly determine, wherher is were to be read ##7s 
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of your? : whether oxy rejoycing, or your rejoycing ; becauſe they 
are both a truth z yer I could tell you whar is aniwered ; learned 
Criticks give this anſwer, that the ancient Greeks did pronounce 
the Eta, and the Uphlon much alike, and then when a copie eame 
to be tranſcribed, he that did write did not /ooh »pon the copie, 
but heard one diate and read to him, pow they did pronounce 
Era like Vpſilen, and fo the miſtake might be cafie ; he chat writ, 
eould not well tell whether he ſaid vurTyper or #2477629, they being 
alike in the pronunciation ; and upon this very ground, might be 
the miſtake, now many ſuch places I might name; Do not thou 
decline the word of God, and flie to Revelations; know thou there 
is, and dothou carefully maintain, that ſweet harmony that u be- 
tween the word of God, and the Spirit of Revelation; and if the 
ſawe Spirit that did endite the word, do ſpeak in thy mind, and 
work in thy heart, then indeed thou haſt a great deal of cauſe to 
rejoyce, and then thou mayeſt ſafely go on ; bur curſed will they 
be in their praQtiſes, that do divide thoſe things , ſeparate them 
that God hath conjoyned together, word and ffirit , do not tho 
advance Spirit, to the dſparagement of the word : make uſe of the 
word in a concurrence with the light of the Spirit, and improve 
the Spirit for 4 more full diſcovery of the word : 1 much haften ; 
Left I ſhould be exalted, through an abundance of Revelations, 
there was given to me athorn in thefleſh ; leaft I ſhould be ex- 
aked : 

The Lord is moſt carefull to ſuppreſſe, to hinder the thriving 
of his people 1n any ſinfull courſe ; therefore ſaith he, left Iſhould * 
be exalted through the abundance of revelations, he gives ima 
thorn , leſt I ſhould be exalred above meaſure, why (o? wilithe 
Lord hinder it thus ? | 

He knows that we are naturally prone to corrupt even the beſt 
things ; and chis the nature of Pride; whereas all ether ev:lls riſe 
ont of evill, Pride ſprings out of the aſhes of good : and whereas 
we ſhould glorifke Gad with our good things, we do engroffle + 
thoſe good things to our own glory, and ſo moſt ſacr:legionſly 
rob God ; The Lord knows this, and therefore in ſuch caſes, will 
be moſt.carefall.co hinder us from undoing our felves - he loves us 
ſo dearly ; even as a father loves 4 child, if be ſees the bnife, | 
( chough it be a very good thing, and very uſefull ) wilt cut the 
childs fingers, he will cake away the knife from the child, though 
the child cries after it :if the Wife tome to love the ſervent once, * 
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berter then her Ha«band, though he is 2 moſt uſefull ſeryant, an 
excellent feward; an «admirable ſecretary,a very good, and dexte- 

rous, and faichfull Bayliffe, yet becauſe he gets inco the busbands 

place, and hath that room in his wives «ffettions, that is peenlian 

to bim, and ſhe begins to be diſlojall rowards bim, he will curn 

his ſeryaat out of doores , why? becauſe he will not have his 

Wife to be wndene, nor ſuffer his own glory to be eclipſed. 

Therefore let us humbly ke Gods rod, and liſten what lan- Tſe, 
guage it ſpeaks, and he who hath appointed it, even when he Mic,6.9 
ſmites; know this to your comfort he can ſmile upon ns ; and 
when other men think the ſentence of death is paſſed upon us, 

( it may be ) he is then en/ightning of us; when others think he is 

marring and undoing of us, he is making and doing us moſt good, 

when ethers think by humbling providences,he is blafting ««, then 

he is raiſing 9, and preparing ns for great mereies : O how good 

a God have we! Take us in the very worſt, in the /owefF condi- 

tion of our Chriſtianity, in the b/ackeſt, and bittereſt part of it, 

when we ſuffer, even then God is dealing like a wiſe Phyſitian, Medicins 

even giving us recovering, or prevemting Phyſich ; and hence it is V3-ammus © 

that the Apofile ſaith, the God of all grace who hath called you to Iehamn—_y . 

eternal glory, maks you perfett, after you have ſuffered a while, 4 

make you perfeR,,” ſtrengthen, ſabliſh, ſettle you - there is no | 

leſſe then four words ; as if he ſhould have ſaid, Never expe, 

theugh you be called to eternall glory, never expett that he that ts 

4 God of grace ſhould make you perfe, till you have ſuffered a 

while; never think thou art undone, though the world fay thou 

art ##dove, though God bimſelf affiift thee, never lo ſeverelie, 

and whip thee with a ſmarting rod, as here Paul had a thory in the 

fleſh; becauſe thou haſt ro deal with that God that loyes thee, more 

wiſely, better then thou canft love thy ſelf; that knows what is 

proper and good for thee, more then thou knoweſt what is good for 

thy ſelf; he pitties thee, he loyes thee, even 4s afather pitties Plal. r0z. 13. 

hu children; Nothing more unhappie, then the happineſſe of Nibit _ 

thoſe that go 01 in a ſinfull conrſe ; andthe greateſt temptation of _ wo | 

all, ſometimes ts, to have no temptation ; when God ſhall rather Maxima ten- 

lay the zeyns upon our necks, and leaye us to our ſelves, it is a 14%0 nulli bawy 

hgne he is angry with us ; and When he would undo a man indeed ___ C——— 

eternallie, then gives him up to bimfelf, and leaves him to himſelf, 

in the $1, Pal, 11. 12. you would bave none of me, you would 

met heare. my voice, I will give you up to your own hearcs /uſts, 
| D and 


A The beſt and worſt of Paul. 

| and walk after your 9» counſels ; Self ſhall take you and lead, 
you, you Would not be guided by me ; but when God loves a man, 
then he will nip him, and ebide him for his finfull courſes, 
2 7xbacl 75 There was given me 4 3 thors inthe fleſh, b the meſſenger of 


=p _ c Sathan to buffet me, leſt 1 ſhould be exalted above meaſure, 


lus aus fþing in carne,nt ſtimulus lateri, Ho. 2. 6. 02x27» ri oy au Tis on oxbnols1, Obſepiam 
viam tuam fpinis. Syr. hath it, Shephaia ſtimulus. Arabs mpa 19d (# elegantiſſime,percuſſus in {pi 
n4 five ftimulo in corpore : us quis invitus confoditur ſtimulo,fec Paulus ; foe xeccoaacay's wu Chyl. 
froe,dolorc auricule, ut Tertul. five carnis & corporis mults grdvioribus tormentis , ut Cypr. fo 
alio quocunque. Vide corp. ſermon. hg 

b Ay 4G omrir, Immiſſus mibi 2 Satan. Nam @ yjAau vox tribuitur rebus inanimatis, ingquit 
Grox, vel potins malus aliquis ſpiritus 2 Satana emiſſus, Sic Chriſtus nominat Angelos Diaboli. 
Mat, 25. . 1. Piſcat. 

c JOU In genere Adverſgrius, ditum'de Angelo bono & malo , Mar. 22. 22. Perduellis, 


Rezin. Solom. n0n tam proprie Diabolus. Sic C briſtus nuncupabat Petrum Satan in lingua Syro= 
Hebraa Chriſto yernacula, Adverſarium non auzem Diabolum,Mat 16. 23. 


Do#. Somtimes it coſts Saints very dear rwhave ſins prevented : 
why ? | 
Reaſ. ; Beeauſe they are ſo deſperately inclined unto thoſe fur , and 


thoſe fins ſo highly provoking wnto God , fo contrary to the me» 
thod of his proceedings, to his glory , to his Son, and his king- 
dome; to his Spirits, if they being rooted fo in theſe things, it muſt 
coſt them a whipping ; as it is with a ſcholer he may be 1ngeruom 
and a good ſcholler, butif he be habitually radicated in ſome 
wicked courle, if the maſter loves him he will whiphim, and 
whiphim again and again,till he do red#ce him and rec/aim him. 
What whip was this here that drew bloud from him ? a thorn 
io the fleſh : of this , ExpoſitonrF have ſeverall interpretations ; 
ſome will have it to be the luſt of #»cleanxeſſe , that is not pro- 
bable ; ſome will have itto be his originall corruption ſer on by 
the devill ; that ſeems more probable ; bux there is a thoin grven 
in the fleſh, therefore it muſt be ſomthing that God gives ; given 
in the fleſh ; the meſſenger of Sathan to buffet me : very learned 
men reſolve upon this, that Paul was reproached much by the 
falſe eApoitles, he was diſparaged, a man of mean preſence, (as 
they conceived) and it may be he had ſome imperfetion in his 
ſpeech, ſomthing or other they did caſt upon him to clond him; 
and as it he did live upon the pesple,and rob rhem of their eſtates, 
&c, Now when the devill ſhall be let looſe upon him with a 
pew commiſſion, O here was a thorn indeed /! a thorn in his fides 
indeed ; the word is very emphaticall, I cannot ſay long upon it, 
now here was that thatthe falſe Apoftler came and baffand, him ; 


\ 
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The beſt and worſt of Pawl. 
you Paul haye »»doxe the people, and mifled them, &ec, they came 
as meſſengers of Sathan, and God mighe give them a commiſſion 
as he doth to the devill and wicked wen, by way of boly and wiſe 
permiſſion : and this is a thorn ini the fleſh, why ? in regard ofthe 
paintulneſſe and reproachfulneſſe of ic. , 

As you defire to prevent great and ſharp affi:2;0n5, watch a« Uſe, 
gainſt great fins ; and when God doth great things for you, take 
heed you be nor guiltie of great wantonneſſe, and ſo provoke him 
to turn your /ight into darkneſſe, your health into Sickaeſſe, your 
plenty into peverty, your peace into terrary ; and inftead of a fþi- 
rit of revelation and conſolation, and thoſe lweet diſcoveries, and 
abundance of revelations you had, take heed you provoke not the 
Lord to ſend a meſſenger of Sathan ro buffet you, and te delude 
your comfort from you, & have a kindof hell in your conſciences, * Theſ.z. 

For this thing I beſought the Lord thrice , it might depart Verſ.8. 
from me, 

It is the ffirit of a Saint when he is under affiition, then to Def, 
ſeek the Lord, and to ſeck him with importunity : why ? the rea- 
ſon is this, 

There is a divine inftintt, it is not only a prudentiall inſtintt Reaſ. 
that carries him towards God ; he knows all his riches lies there, 
and all his trengrh is treaſured up in Jeſus Chriſt, he is able to do 
nothing without Chriſt , and therefore he will run to thethrone 5oby x5, 54 
of grace, and there appeal to God in Chriſt , pour out his 'ſoul, 
repreſent his deſires, aCt that excellent place, Phr/.4.6. In nothing,  _ 
be carefull, but in all things make known your requeſts ns, 9 0l 
thanksgiving. A Saint that is indeed taught of God , doth as 
naturally move towards heaven in his ftreights, as a piece of iron 
that is touched with a load. ſtone, towards the North , you can» 
not d:ſſever them, ſomtimes he may be forced ro negle& prayer 
in a morning, or this time or that time , but it may be it brings 
him down on his knees, and drives forth tears afterwards , and 
he is never quiet till he is got to him center ag4in , to bis right 
point, till he is come. to his wonted communion with God, 

O acquaint your ſelves more and more with the life of faith, ſe. 
and at that life of faith inprajer; for what is prayer but the 
breathing of faith, when the poor ſoul comes and lies at the feet 
of God,and there parts and breaths out earneſt deſires before him; 
and know this for your comfort, the Lord riot onely delights to 
beſtow bleſſings upon bis ſervants, bur he delights to bave fel- 
£5 < IM D 2 lowſhip 
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lowſhip with his ſervants 1 prajer, 'O that we could eccho back 
again, and goto the Lord, not only ro obtain fuch mercier from 
God by prajing , bur to enjoy him vn prayer ; this would be hea- 
ver indeed. 

Beſorght him thrice, here was his importunity, 

eA praying Saint that is acquainted with God, will not be [4- 
tisfied till he hears from God ; he knows there is an holy violence 
in importunate Prayers which is well pleafing : Ir is good to 
befiege heaven with ſuch an importunity, as riſes up to an holy 
impudence, it is moſt acceptable to him ; who deſires to ſee the 


Cant.2.14. face and hear the voice of his beloved, 


Let-us be much in prayer; O pray emportanately, not luggiſh- 
ly, not lazily,not formally ; ( the Lord humble us for ſuch deteRts, 
{ſuch omiſſion, ſuch commiſſion, ſuch defilements of our holy du- 
ties ; ) remember that woman of Canaan, how ſhe prayed in the 
15*of Matthew : Son of David, bave mercy upon me, my daugh- 
ter is grievonſly vexed with a Devil,and when they would have 
ſent her away, O ſtill ſhe prayed ; when Chrift gave her a dif- 
couraging anſwer, ſhe will not take it, ſhe had learned to diſtin» 

wiſh berween delayes and denials ; and at laſt, when char Jeſus 
Chrif (you ſhall find in the place) faith this to her, the Son of 
114" was not ſent, but to the loſt ſheep of Iſrael; we muſt not give 
childrens bread to degs : Lord, if T may not have a childs porti- 
'6n, yet let me have a dogs portion, let me have ſome crums of 
mercy let me pick up ſome thing from under thy table, ſomething 
thatfals from thee; O woman great is thy faith,be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt, Here is a greatdeal of faith appears in importuni- 
ty ; and you ſhall find, as I remember, in the 5, of Luke; (Iam 


have what be ſure jt is in Luke) there they were ſo importunate ; when ſuch an 
will. Joh. 15. one was ſick, and troubled, they would wntile the houſe, and ler 
"_ down his bodie; that Jeſus Chriſt might cure him, and heal him ; 


here was importunity. 
It is ſaid of King Edward the ſixth, that good Jofiab; when 
he that taught him, Sir Jn9, Cheek, 4 man of great account in 
his ttme, a very learned man was ſick, he went to viſit him, and 
told him, ſaith he, Come,be not diſcouraged,l have been beg gin 
Jouof God, and he hath aſſured me you ſhall not die of this ficks 
weſſe, and it proved ſo ; here was an adrvirable copie of a young | 
King. 7 
There was another before him,E/fredss,King of Engl 


% 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul. 21 
wwch (ic ſeems) in prayer: He divided the 24. hours into three Y: F4ſcicut. 
parts ; one eighthoures he allowed for his ordinary repeſt, re- — . 
freſhing aud ſleeping ; another eight houres for publick, negotia- yer torus 
tiows, and affairs of the Kingdome ; and a third, for reading and prefer offo 
praying ; this was admirable in thoſe dark times. webs 

I haveread almoſt the ſame of M. Eftie a learned and godly Fu wn 
Minifter, ſomtimes Fellow of Caius Colledge, pendit, offo in 

And fo I might have told you of King Eaward the fixth, that negotiis reg, 
when be was crowned, they pur then one ſword into one hand, and 979 in cura 
another into another, one for E»g/and, and another for /relaxd ; _ 
ſaith he, there muſt be a third ſword, or el(e all will nor do, and 

that muſt be the word of Goa, the ſword of the Spirit, that muſt 
teach me what to do ; O what copier were here from a Kings ; 

Regis ad exemplum totus componitur Orbis. 

I wiſh the example of ſo great a perſon may have a great influ- 
ence upon you, 

For this thing 1 beſought the Lord thrice, that it might 

depart from me; and he ſaid unto me, My grace it ſufficient 
for thee. 

God hath many wayes of anſwering our prayers : Firſt, His Do, 

Attributes, his Providence, his Promile, his Son interceeding in 
heaven, are all engaged to make good what his Spirit breaks forth 
in us, fo that importunate prayer ſhall not miſcarry ; 

Why ? God will never be behind hand, but rather before Reaſ, 

hand wich his ſervants ; when they are a praying people, he will be 
a God hearing praters ; and theretore upon that ground exconra- 

ged them, to come and pray, O thou that art a God hearing pray- 
ers; itis his continual] work ; ſo the word in the Originall wil 


bear ; to thee ſhall all fleſh come: An admirable place, Pſalme Plat.65.2. 
GO. 14» 15, 16. 
Doth God alwayes anſwer his peoples prayers ? Queſt. 
Yes, ſome way or other, Anſw, 
1 Sometimes in the very particular wmerey ; 25 to Hannah in 7 Sam. 1,20, 
Samuel,, as , 
od bathma- 


2 Sometimes by the commutation of 4 greater good; As a child ny wayes of 
would fain haye fuch a knife, no, you ſhall net have ir, bur you anſwering his 
. ſhall have a berter thing, and ic may be the Mother will give ic a cildrens 


piece of go/d, that is berrer, Thus he doth anſwer prayers by way \,J0 
Eminency ; a high degree, tionem majoris 


-*- 3. Though he doth nor give the thing we deſire,' yer he gives us boni, Zanch. 
II D 3 , hearts _ 4 
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The beſt and worſt of Padl. 
hearts to be content without it;it may be God denies you children 
youbeg for children, God will or give you childrey,but he gives 
you hearts to be calms and patient without ſuch a bleſring:there is 
at admirable mercy,and poſlibly(as to thee )as the thing deſired as 
great a mercy; according to that bint in Phil, 4.v,z.In nothing be 
careful : let your requeſts be made known to God with thanks- 
giving, what followes ? the peace of God, which paſſes under- 
ftanding, ſhall gyard your bearts, God (it may be) will not give 
you the thing, bur you ſhall haye a ſweet ſerenitie, and calmneſſe 
of ſpirit, which is as ſweer; and fo it is wich many thouſands of 
ſouls, ic may be you have experience of it, when you come from 
Prayer, you ſhall net alwayer have the thing you defired, bur God 
hath given thee a ſweer peciwaſion of foul to reft fiducially , ro 
commit thy ſelf to bim, 

It may be, as Pauls caſe here, God will anfwer your prayers, 
by giving you the ground of your prayers, Moſes would have 
ſeen the land of Canaan, by going into ir;he ſhall not go thither, 
but God will before he dies, carry him up to Mount Nebo, and 
thence he ſhall fee ir, before he dies; there is the grownd of his 
prayer granted, So you deſire health, that you may honour God 
thereby:It may be God will give not thee healch,but he will enable 
thee toglorifie him by faith and patience under fickneſſe : here are 
thy praters anſwered, becauſe thou haſt the ground and endof thy 

prayers : Paul faith here, Lord let this thorn be taken from me ; 
faich God, my grace 11 ſufficient for thee ; ir ſhall nor be caken 
away bur in effeR, virtually interpretative ,as to him,it ſhall equi- 
valentlie ; my grace is ſufficient for thee ; though I rake nor a- 
way thy enemy ,yer I will give thee a buckler, and then all will be 

ell ; O what faich Paul > would you and I were able to end 
this diſcourſe, with Pauls words and Pauls Spirit. 

Meſt gladlie therefore(faith he) will [ rather glorie in my in- 
firmities, that the powey of Chrift may reſt upon me. 

T he ſpirit of 6 Saint inclines him to glory in that which glori- 
fies Chriſt, theugh he himſelf be debaſed, 

Hence Paul here glories in his infirmities, and takes pleaſare in 
them, that Chriſts frength may approve in his weaknefſe, and 
thatthe power of Chriſt imozmovy, may dwell upen him,and com» 
ſe him abowt 4s 4 Tent doth, and therefore will be viſible tothe 

onour of Chriſt. | 
s bomjues ſepius domi ſunt quam extra domum. Groc.. 
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The beſt and worſt of Paul. 
What is it properly to Glory ? 


It imports three things. x, To rejoyce in a thing, 2: Toex- Anſw. 


preſſe that joy outwardly, 3, And that with a degree of exalta- 
tion and boaſting : As Jer.g. 23» 24, Let not the wiſe man glory 
in his wiſdome, nor the rich man in bis riches, &c, 


Why ſo much defired by Paul that the power of Chriſt may 4, Que#?. 


dwell upon him; though with his own abaſement ? 
very de 


in believers, and 2, Theſl,1.11, heprayes that God would fulfill 
all the good pleaſure of his geodneſſe, and the work of faith with 
power; Chriſt is much magnified when his power is much dit 


played. 


Is ir chus ? what is it the Lords pleaſure I ſhould undergo this. ſz, 


thorn, and is the Lord withall ſo gracious to fay, Afy grace « 
ſufficient for thee, and thou ſhalt have that ro ſupport thee? Ler us 
wiſely apply this Scripture when we arechus abakd ; there was 
the greateſt perſon in England in her time, (1 ſpeak ir not with 
any reflection ) that ſaid thus to one of her Favorritesr, when he 
was defiring ſuch and ſuch a thing: ſy grace « ſufficient ſor thee; 
what ground there was for any mortall creature, though the 
greatelt of Kings, or Queens to applic, or make good theſe words, 
I know not unto man, bur 1 am ſure God can, and doth, and will 
do it unte his children ; therefore let us reſt upon him ; and what- 
ever we undergo, ſay, Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory im 
my infirmities, that the power of ( hr:## may reſt upon me ; here 
is a ſpirit of a Paw! indeed, a meſt faintlike ſpirit , the very ſpirit 
of 4 man that had been in heaven ; that had the higheſt pitch of 
Communion with God, and influence from God, and 1mpreſſion of 
Goas Spirit upon his heart : moſt gladly therefore will I glory 
in my infirmities, that the power ot Chrift. may reſt upon me; 
ſometimes he faith, in the 6, Galathians 14» God forbid, I ſhenld 
glory in anything but in Chriſt, and him crucified; but this is yery 
conſiſtent, he cherefore glories in b15 infirmities, in reference ro 
( hrift, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon him, he can be 
content to be a»y thing, or worle then nothing ; and norglery in 
thoſe wwwnltitudes of Revelations and diſcoveries that aremade to 
him, bur he will be contenc to glory 1n his reprocnes,necefſicies,that 


the power of Chriſt may dwell there ; Lec wy weaknefle appea 


* 
” 


The glorious diſcovery of his power, of his powerfull grace is 4»ſw, 
Freable' hence he prayes, that the ſpirit of Revelation Epb.1.17,18, 
world open their eyes to ſeethe exceeding greatneſſe of his power 19: 


0-4 


F 4 


24 


Duo magis 
adverfis pree 
mor , co ma» 
fora Dew per 
me operatur. 
Grot. 


Phil, x. 21. 


The beſt and worft of Paul. 
ſo Chrifts trength may appear, for he ſaith afterwards ; when / 
an weake I am ſtrong , when I ams moſt weak in my ſelf, then 
Jeſus Chriſt is moſt trong, when I am molt debaſed 1m my ſelf, 
Jeſus Chriſt is then 1oFF exalted inmy ſonl; and thus Paul when 
he was in a ſtrait, which would be no ſtraitco you or me, or moſt 
in the world, whether he ſhould live or die, I am in a great ſtrair 
ſaith Paul, I had rathey for my ſelf, be diſſolved, and be with 
Chriſt, chat 1rmay enjoy him, bur for you, 1 had rather be debar- 
red of thoſe joyes fora while; O here is a man that is kindly 
humbled ; and moſt ingenionſlie- affetted towards Chriſt (the 
Lord if it be his will, out of the rich treaſure of his grace, youch- 
ſafe the ſame mercy to you and me) that at leaſt we may look, 
and reach, and labonr to climbe, and creep by degrees, after this, 
that we may o farre /ove Jeſus Chriſt better then our ſelves, that 
we would not onely glory in the Revelations we have, and the 
mercies we have, and the parts we have, and the ſucceſſe, and ac- 
ceptance ; (theſe are plaufible and comfortable things ) bur if we 
ſhould be kept low, if God ſhould viſit us with humbling provi- 
vidences, if God ſhould eclipſe our Credit , or ſuffer 'us to be 


diſpar aged, that we might ſay, heartily, O Lord, I therefore will 

lorie in my infirmities,that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me; 
The Lord raiſe us to ſuch an Heroicall frame of ſpirit. I end all 
as Cyrill concludes his preface, ' enm eft docere, Veſtrum eff 
anſcultare, Dei eſt norfilre, 


